Part III (1996-7) Topics in representation theory

This will be a 24 lecture course on representations of finite groups, split roughly into
three parts: 1. Finite dimensional algebras; 2. Integral representations; 3. Some
applications to presentation theory.

The first part will cover basic material that everyone must know about group algebras
of finite groups. The middle section will be an introduction to several important
topics in integral representation theory, culminating in Swan’s theorems on the
structure of projective modules over integral group rings of finite groups. In the final
part of the course results and methods from both of the earlier parts will be used to
discuss some striking results in the more specialised area of relation modules of finite
groups. :

Prerequisites. The Part IB/IIA course ‘Rings and Modules’ and the Part IIB course
‘Groups and Representation Theory’. In the second part of the course I shall assume
some knowledge on tensor products and localisation from the Part III course
‘Commutative Algebra’.

Books. J.L. Alperin. Local representation theory. Cambridge studies in advanced
mathematics 11 (Cambridge University Press, paperback edition 1993) is perhaps the
best for the first part of the course. There are many other books that would do, for
example, L.N. Herstein Noncommutative rings (Wiley, 1968) Alperin’s book goes on
to discuss some of the main theorems of Brauer, which are of the utmost importance
if you want to understand finite groups; Herstein’s goes on to give an introduction to
some other topics in ring theory including simple algebras and the Brauer group. Two
much more extensive and difficult books are I. Reiner Maximal orders (Academic
Press, 1975) and C.W. Curtis and L. Reiner Methods of Representation Theory Vol.
1 (Wiley-Interscience, 1981 ). Everything that I shall do in the second and third parts
of the course can be found in K.W. Gruenberg Relation modules of finite groups.
Regional conference series in mathematics, No. 25 (American Mathematical Society,
1976).

Outline schedule.

i Finite-dimensional algebras. Simple modules, the radical, semi-simple
modules, Wedderburn’s theorems, rings with radical, indecomposable modules,
Krull-Schmidt theorem.

;A Integral representations. Integral group rings, localisation techniques,
projective modules, ZG-lattices, isomorphisms and local isomorphisms, genus, Bass’s
cancellation theorem; Swan’s theorems on the structure of projective ZG-modules;
corollaries on ZG-lattices and semi-local group rings.

3. Some applications to presentation theory. Presentations, relation modules,
decompositions of relation modules into a projective part and a core; uniqueness of
cores up to local isomorphism; the relation sequence, Schanuel’s lemma; comparison
of relation modules; local isomorphisms of minimal relations modules; presentation
rank pr(G) of a group G; conditions for pr(G) to be greater than n; groups of
arbitrarily high presentation rank; pr(G) for soluble groups.

Depending on the time available I may be able to discuss (possibly without serious
proof): Roiter’s replacement theorem and its use to show relation cores form a genus;
the formula for pr(G) as the difference between the number of generators required for
G and the number required for its augmentation ideal.
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